


















> 






British Vice-Consulate, 
Fernando Poo, 

6th, Not, 1925, 



Sir, 

I have the honour to attach copy of a letter 
which I have received from Rev. William Cooper, of the 
Primitive Methodist Mission, stationed at an outlying 
village, from which you will see that he asks for pro¬ 
tection against unwarrantable interference with his 
work as a Christian Missionary, and alleges great 
partiality 3hewn by the Authorities in favour of his 
accusers and prejudice against him on account of his 
nationality and different religion. 

It appears, from what I have heard from 
various sources that the charges against Mr. Cooper 
are"trumped-up", The general unbiassed opinion of 

Mr. Cooper is that he is an earnest man who does very 
good work in helping both spiritually and bodily the 

w « 

natives of the Island in his district. 


I am referring this matter to you in order 


that you may advise me as to any action which you are 


of dpinion should be taken. 

I have the honour to be. 


H.M,Consul General. 

MONROVIA. 


. Sit, 

Your obedient servant^ 

YiiJe^onsul. 











PRIVATE & COKFmBffTIAL 


MIS ION 1STQDISTA, 

FEFQIANBQ POO, 

GUINEA SSPA1IOLA, 

VIA CADIZ, 

October 2* 1925, 

To H.M,British Vice Consul 
Mr, Lewie May, Santa Isabel 
Fernando Poo, 

Dear Sir, 

I beg to submit the following case to your moat 
favourable consideration, in order that I may secure your assistance! 
and protection, as the official representative of the British Crown, 

I have been sent to Fernando Poo by the Primitive 
Methodist Missionary Society, which society commenced its work here 
in 1870 and is known as the Mi ©ion Metfrdieta, We have repeatedly 
been submitted to spiteful and malicious treatment on the Island, 
but I will not trouble you with the long list of indignities which 
have crowded upon us; suffice it to say that a case is now in process 
between London and Madrid, which is the outcome of an order to cease 
building a day-ochool in Santa Isabel, The authorities first sanc¬ 
tioned the erection, then cancelled the permission upon a quibble 
arising from the wording of the Hoyal Order from Spain, but not 
before a considerable sum of money had been expended upon the pro - 
ject, 

I live at our mission situated in Banni, about fifteen 

miles from Santa Isabel and about one and a half miles from the 

beach. On the said beach we possess a single roomed store, and over 

two years ago I was approached by representatives from Iziguirre & 

a 

Co, a firm having branch store about a mile above our Banni mission 
station, with a view to allowing them the Joint use of the beach 
store. As these agents were my personal friends, I allowed them 
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U Bfctodista. 

to have a key and use this one roomed building along with ourselves, 
at a merely nominal rental. To define this arrangement for my 
successors* we drew up and executed a private agreement, the sixth 
clause of which stipulated that no alcohol was to be lodged in the 
beach store, 

later, I went away, but upon my return in May 1925, 

I found that changes had been effected in the personnel of Izlguirre 
& Co 1 ^ agency and that the above agreement was being dishonoured* 

Of the first infringement I took ho notice, but upon a second breach 
of contract I warned the head-man verbally, not to repeat the offenci 

Upon the third violation, I again sent word verbally 
to the branch, that this action was contrary to what had been coven¬ 
anted, and that upon a repetition I would place the liquor outside 
the store. On July £3, 1925 it was intimated to me that for a 
fourth time the contract had been flouted, sc X took my key, pro - 
ceeded to the beach, opened the door, and with my own hands put out 
six cases of beer, and one case of vermouth vflse # I left the 
goods intact, just outside the door, then without delay sent a mes - 
senger to the branch store to advise the firm verbally of my action. 
They sent their representatives immediately to take charge of the 
goods, but they were allowed to remain there for forty-two hours 
before removal* I am now charged with * burglary* for entering our 
own store, and"robbery* because some of the cases had presumably 
been broached while the firm allowed them to remain unprotected. 

This case is now down for hearing at Lae Balmae, as 
the crime is deemed to be too heinous for local adjudication, and 
unless something is done, I shall be put to heavy expense of money 
and time in order that I may answer an unwarranted charge. Already, 
this has involved three inconvenient journeys to Santa Isabel and 
the added expense of a solicitor* 
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The representatives of this fim, along with their 
friends next proceeded to other expressions of their malice. One 
does not object to the ordinary expressions of dislike, but their 
actions wont beyond that upon one occasion they supplied a native 
with liquor* then sent him down to our mission to create a distur¬ 
bance, as 1 have since learned and can prove, to secure some cul¬ 
pable interference with his freedom* they also imnlpulated a 
petition to Hia Excellency the Governor, to secure ray expulsion 
upon the alleged grounds of proselytising, inciting disloyalty to 
Spain, attache upon the Roman Catholic Church, interference with a 
right of way, and llltreataent of natives for drunk enacts. On a 
previous occasion I was charged with tinti-romanisn f and was ordered 
to leave the island, but as can be shewn from correspondence, the 
charge wae found to be erroneous, and was unconditionally withdrawn, 

In consequence of the above petition, a Spanish lieuten- 
ant a&s sent over to holdUenquiry in a neighbouring village. Upon ; 
an examination of the signatories, it was found that moat of the 
evidence was unreliable, so my traducers worked up an extensive 
campaign of ealuuny. Two of jay own people attended unwillingly, and 
later complained to me of the pressure brought to bear upon them to 
give affirmative replies to leading question®, One of the tYfO, 
named Caleb Meta, found that his name had been forged in attestation 
of statements he had never -sade but which had been attributed to hin 

In confidence I may say that the local padre had confer¬ 
red with the lieutenant at an early stoje of the proceedings, and 
it is generally believed that most of our annoyances emanate from 
the same class* 

I did not attend the enquiry, but the officer courteous¬ 
ly waited upon me in the mission house. The only cited case of 
proselytising fell to the ground* and I was able to give on easy 
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and sustained denial to all toe official charges* The only case 
of ill treatment of a drunkard was disproved by toe native f s para¬ 
mour, 

When Hi a Excellency gave his award however, he declared 
that that he considered the case proved on that count, but said 
nothing about deportation. He warned me not to repeat this sup * 
posed offence, or I would be punished with the utmost rigour of 
the law. 

These fabrications on the part of my persecutors eras - 
perated our Butuku ( the government recognised chief) to such a 
degree, that he and a few other natives from the mission sought an 
Interview with the Governor, to put their aide of toe case, and to 
ask for hie protection. About that time I was called away and 
during my absence, a counter petition was presented, signed by 
natives, Spaniards & Germane* This was without ray knowledge or 
consent* 

The friends of this firm are now trying to intimidate 
toe native signatories of the counter petition, and one of toe 
Spanish supporters now tells me that the lieutenant has attacked 
his disloyalty to Spain aa based upon hi# signature to toe said 
document, 

I could enumerate other grievances which have been 
patiently borne, but perhaps the above is sufficient to indicate 
to you our precarious position on this island. Our work among toe 
Bubi-peopie has been non-political, but has consisted solely upon 
ministring to their bodily, mental & spiritual needs. 

You now see how I am placed, For the rectification 
of a breach of contract, I ari to appear in a criminal court, and 
am perpetually annoyed by unprovoked attacks of calumny and false** 
hood, 

I suppose that the ordinary rights of a foreigner are 
available heru, so I appeal to you to i^ake use of such powers as 
are vested in your office as Consul. '%ile resident in Spanish 
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territory I hay© been scrupulously loyal to its authority and laws 

'V 

but the treatment received has now reached breaking point, so I 
hereby place jay caae in your hands hands, in order that these 
wanton attacks stay at least be brought to an end, 

I remain 

Your obedient servant 
(Sgd) William Cooper 





